0                                                            LETTER FROM COURT
he can confide in, we mean all the packets he is entrusted with, book packets
excepted which may be kept on board as usual until his arrival in the river
Thames; if their bulk is such as will render the bringing them up very incon-
venient, the packets which contain your advices and the usual and necessary
papers must, for the conveniency of carriage, be made up by themselves or
at least be as little encumbered as possible by the addition of private letters
or any thing else which may too much encrease their bulk.
17.    Upon some late disputes with the owners of our shipping, we have
found it highly necessary to make a small but very material alteration in the
charterparty, to which we particularly refer, wherein you will find that instead
of the word monsoon that of passage is substituted v/ith the addition of the
ships making all reasonable attempts to get about the Cape of Good Hope so
as to gain her passage home the same season.   We had always looked upon the
words "saving the monsoon" and "getting the passage about the Cape of Good
Hope the same season" to be sinonimous terms, and meaning the same thing,
until a late verdict given in the Court of King's Bench in the case of the ship
Scarborough has shewn to our cost that the law determines otherways, for
according this verdict a ship may lose her monsoon, that is the North East
wind may be actually spent, and yet she may gam her passage, notwithstand-
ing which the owners would be entitled by law to the four months' demorage
if not dispatched on or before the 31th January old stile.
18.   Although by this alteration we are put on a more equitable footing,
as you may deliver dispatches to the commanders whenever you are ready,
we do not mean thereby to distress the owners, and we most earnestly recom-
mend it to you for the future to use your best endeavours to give as early dis-
patches as possible to every ship that comes from your Presidency, that even
the hazard of losing a passage may be avoided, as well as the damage the
cargoes often receive  from bad  weather in rounding the Cape, the conse-
que[nces] of late dispatches.
19.   You were advised in our letter of the llth of February 1756 that we
had revived the encouragement therein mentioned for the commanders to
endeavour to get about the Cape of Good Hope if dispatched from Fort St.
George or Bengal after the 3rd of March.   Upon the beforementioned altera-
tion in the charterparty it has been again laid aside and consequently the
clause is left out of the instructions.
20.   You will observe we have inserted a new clause in  all our com-
manders' instructions to prevent their making use of their letters of marque1
otherwise than for their defence in case they are first attacked, to prevent
as much as possible enterprizing people endangering our property, and em-
broiling us with the country Governments in India.   This instruction, how-
ever, is not by any means meant to invalidate the stipulations in the charter-
party as to the right the Company have to employ the ship as well in a warlike
manner as in affairs of commerce; and you are accordingly to insist upon such
right, notwithstanding any objections which may be raised to the contrary.
21.   We are sorry to say we have been informed of very great remissness
in our pilots during the last war, which had it sooner come to our knowledge
we should have resented in a proper manner.   We understand it was a common
practice with them to look out for any thing they could meet with in